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he information which was provided by the Client showed that Alexander Paterson (the husband of Isabella Greenshields) had been born on 19th August 1875 to William Paterson and Ann Grant whose marriage had taken place in Glasgow in 1871.

The first step taken was to locate the 1875 birth in order to glean as much detail as possible from the certificate.  Although his birthplace was not known (“Hazelbank” is not the name of a parish), by checking out all the references in the 1875 statutory index of births, the correct entry was ultimately obtained.  It was noted as follows:

On 19th August 1875 at 1 pm at Hazelbank, Lesmahagow

Alexander Paterson was born; son of William Paterson (Coal Miner) and Ann Paterson m/s Grant

Marriage of parents:
1871, December, Govan Parish, Glasgow

Informant:

William Paterson, Father

(Ref. 1875b/Lesmahagow, Co. Lanark 649-27)

The above marriage, having taken place in late 1871, had not been registered until the following year:

On 29th December 1871 at 13 Plantation Street, Govan.  After Banns according to the Forms of the Established Church of Scotland

William Paterson (Builder’s Carter – Bachelor) aged 24 of 6 Balmano Street, Glasgow; son of Alexander Paterson (Church Officer) and Jane Paterson m/s White

[marriage to]

Ann Grant (Sewing Machinist – Spinster) aged 27 of 6 Balmano Street, Glasgow; daughter of William Grant (Labourer) and Catherine Grant m/s Ferguson

Clergyman:
Andrew Gray, MA, Minister of Maxwell Parish Church, Glasgow

Witnesses:
Matthew Wise, Mary Grant

(Ref. 1872m/Glasgow, Govan Parish 646/1-4)

At that point it would be helpful to locate this family in a census listing.  The census Returns are household surveys carried out every ten years from 1841.  They provide details such as name, relationship to head of household, age, occupation and place of birth for each person living at the address on the night the census was carried out.  Those for 1841 give far less information and the most recent open to public inspection are those for 1901.  The 1881, 1891 and 1901 Censuses have now been indexed, thereby enabling the tracing of a family or individual without knowing the precise address.
The Paterson household was traced at Lesmahagow through a reference in the 1881 Lanarkshire index as follows:
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Hazelbank, Lesmahagow – 4th April 1881

William Paterson
Head
Married   35
Coal Miner
   b. Renfrew, Linwood

Ann
“

Wife
     “
    35
Wife

   b. Argyle, Islay

Catherine
“

dau.

      9
Scholar
   b. Lanark, Glasgow

Alexander
“

son

      5
    “

   b.
“      Lesmahagow

William
“

 “

      3


   b.
“
     “

Miern [sic]
“

dau.

      1


   b.
“
     “

(Ref. 1881 Census/Lesmahagow, Co. Lanark 649/bk15/p9)

According to the schedule, this house had one room with one or more windows.

The family included three younger sons by 1891 (the house once more was described as having one windowed room):

Hazelbank, Lesmahagow – 6th April 1891

William Paterson
Head
Married   45
Coal Miner
   b. Renfrew, Lenwood [sic]
Ann
“

Wife
     “
    43


   b. Argyle, Islay

Alexander
“

son

    15
Coal Miner
   b. Lanark, Lesmahagow

William
“

 “

    13
   “
“
   b.
“
     “

George
“

 “

      8
Scholar
   b.
“
     “

Archibald
“

 “

      6
    “

   b.
“
     “

Hector
“

 “

      3


  b.
“
     “

(Ref. 1891 Census/Lesmahagow, Co. Lanark 649/bk17/p10)

A search was made next for the deaths of William Paterson and Ann Grant.  Female deaths can be easier to locate since they are usually listed under both maiden and married surnames, thus enabling positive identification at the index stage, without having to inspect numerous certificates.

That of Ann Grant Paterson proved to have taken place in 1906:

On 18th April 1906 at 11.50 am at Hazelbank

Ann Paterson (married to William Paterson, Miner) died aged 58; daughter of William Grant (Labourer – deceased) and Kattie [sic] Grant m/s Ferguson (deceased)

Cause of death:
Lobar Pneumonia, 5 days

Certified by:

A M Lindsay, MA

Informant:

William Paterson, Widower (Present)

(Ref. 1906d/Kirkfieldbank, Co. Lanark 649/2-8)
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By inspecting the certificates of all potential William Paterson deaths (i.e. of the appropriate age and in the Lesmahagow/Kirkfieldbank areas) from 1906 onwards.  The correct entry was located as follows:

On 14th March 1918 at 11.40 pm at Hazelbank

William Paterson (Wood Worker – Widower first of Ann Grant 2nd Jane Thain) died aged 71; son of Alexander Paterson (Church Officer – deceased) and Jane Paterson m/s White (deceased)

Cause of death:
Carcinoma of Stomach, 2 months

Certified by:

A M Lindsay, MB

Informant:

Alexr. Paterson, Son (Present)

(Ref. 1918d/Kirkfieldbank, Co. Lanark 649/2-6)

As William Paterson had been born prior to 1855, it was necessary to consult the Old Parish Registers (OPRs) at this stage.  Before the introduction of compulsory civil registration in Scotland (1855), these were virtually the only source of births, or more commonly baptisms, and marriages.  There were almost 1,000 parishes in Scotland, and not all of the old registers have survived.  It was not really until the early part of the eighteenth century that the maintenance of OPRs became reasonably widespread.  The registers were usually the responsibility of the Session Clerk and some were much more diligent than others in the way these registers were kept.  The secession of 1733 had an adverse effect and many of those who seceded refused, on principle, to register baptisms with the Established Church.  In 1783, an act was passed imposing a tax of three pence on every entry; this also deterred many from registering.
It was disappointing to find no trace of the birth in question in the Renfrewshire OPR index from 1840-54.  As spelling could be variable in that era, this was also checked under “Patterson” but also without success.  Similarly, the marriage of Alexander Paterson and Jane White was not located in Renfrewshire, nor were any children recorded there from 1830-54 inclusive.  The national OPR index (which includes all Scottish parishes) did however contain a reference which led to the following entry being extracted from the Barony volumes:

(December 1843) 10 Alexander Paterson Tailor Mile-end & Jean [sic] White residing there

(Ref. OPRm/Glasgow, Barony 622/18/p411)

No births or baptisms were found for this couple in Lanarkshire, so it would appear that it was a family which simply went unrecorded, in the era before this had become a legal requirement.

The death of Jane White Paterson (alive at the time of her son’s 1871 marriage) was found to have taken place in 1899 as follows:
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On 27th July 1899 at 0.15 am at Garscadden Rows, New Kilpatrick

Jane Paterson (married to Alexander Paterson, formerly a Gardener) died aged 77; daughter of George White (Mason – deceased) and Louisa White m/s Gregg (deceased)

Cause of death:
Failure of Circulation.  Patient not seen till after death

Certified by:

Thomas J Barton, MD

Informant:

Alexander McPherson, Son in law, 5 Kirk Place, Bearsden

(Ref. 1899d/New Kilpatrick, Co. Dunbarton 500-73)

A promising 1907 New Kilpatrick reference resulted in the relevant entry for the death of Alexander Paterson:

On 25th October 1907 at 9 pm at Garscadden Rows, New Kilpatrick

Alexander Paterson (Church Officer, Retired – Widower of Jane White) died aged 83; son of William Paterson (Bleacher – deceased) and Agnes Paterson m/s McIntosh (deceased)

Cause of death:
Senile decay, 2 months

Certified by:

P F Robertson, MD

Informant:

George Paterson, Son (Present)

(Ref. 1907d/New Kilpatrick, Co. Dunbarton 500-123)

Although his parentage had now been established his birthplace was still unknown, so the 1891 Dunbartonshire Census index was scrutinised next.  The relevant entry was noted thus (the house had two rooms with windows):

14 Fifth Row, Garscadden – 6th April 1891

Alexander Paterson
Head
 Married  72  Jobbing Gardener      b. Lanark, Kelvinhaugh

Jane

“
Wife
      “
    72


         b. Renfrew, Bridge of












    Weir

Mary Sinclair

gr.dau.

    16


         b. Canada

(Ref. 1891 Census/New Kilpatrick, Co. Dunbarton 500/bk5/p19)

In the hope of gaining a more accurate description of the parish of his birth (Kelvinhaugh being a localised area), the 1881 schedules were also inspected.  The listing for that year reads:
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New Kirk, New Kilpatrick – 4th April 1881

Alexander Paterson
Head
  Married  58
Gardener
b. Lanark, Kelvinhome [sic]
Jane

“
Wife
       “
     59


b. Renfrew, Bridge of Weir

Alexander
“
son
  Unmarr. 25
Joiner

b. Dunbarton, N. Kilpatrick

Louisa

“
dau.
       “
     20
Domestic 







Servant
b.
“
        “

Mary Sinclair

gr.dau.

       7


b. Canada West

Edward Connolly
boarder      “
     40
Groom

b. England

Robert Leven

    “
       “
     19
Joiner

b. Forfar, Dundee

(Ref. 1881 Census/New Kilpatrick, Co. Dunbarton 500/bk2/p20)

This house was said to have had three rooms with a window.

In view of the birthplaces of the son and daughter above, the Dunbartonshire OPR index was examined next and contained reference to the baptism of four children of this family, all in New Kilpatrick:

1844
October 23rd

Thomas

1850
March 15th

Jane

1852
October 29th

Mary

1854
February 25th

Alexander

Being no further forward with the parish name, a search was made of the Lanarkshire OPR index for the birth of Alexander Paterson circa 1819-24.  It was duly located thus:

(1817) July 20 Alexander, lawful daughter [sic] to William Paterson & Agnes McIntosh

(Ref. OPRb/Glasgow, Govan 646/2/p119)

Although the marriage of the parents was not traced, either in Lanarkshire or nationally, four further children had been recorded for them in Govan, being:


1811  July 5

Agnes


1815  July 27

Francis

1819  December 16
Margaret

1822  February 5
David

Agnes McIntosh Paterson died in 1862:
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On 7th January 1862 at 7 pm at Craigton, Parish of New Kilpatrick

Agnes Paterson (married to William Paterson, Bleachfield Labourer) died aged 72; daughter of Alexander McIntosh (Shoemaker – deceased) and Margaret McIntosh m/s Anderson (deceased)

Cause of death:
Debility through old age, 8 days




No medical attendant

Informant:

Alexander Paterson, Son (Not Present)

(Ref. 1862d/New Kilpatrick, Co. Dunbarton 500-7)

The widower survived only five months after the death of his wife:

On 25th June 1862 at 11.30 am at Craigton, Parish of New Kilpatrick

William Paterson (Bleachfield Labourer – Widower of Agnes McIntosh) died aged 80; son of Francis Paterson (deceased) and Janet Paterson m/s Cassels (deceased)

Cause of death:
Heart Disease & Anasarca – long standing

Certified by:

William Logan, Surgeon

Informant:

George Paterson, Son (Not Present)

(Ref. 1862d/New or East Kilpatrick, Co. Dunbarton 500-7)

It was noted that no occupation was given for Francis Paterson.

The next move was to search through the 1861 New Kilpatrick Census and this produced a listing for William and Agnes Paterson at Craigton:

Craigton Bothy, New Kilpatrick – 8th April 1861

William Paterson
Head
  Married   71



b. Lanark, Govan

Agnes
“

Wife
       “         75



b. Glasgow, Barony

Margaret
“

gr.dau.
  Unmarr.  21
Bleachfield Hand
b. Renfrew, Renfrew

(Ref. 1861 Census/New Kilpatrick, Co. Dunbarton 500/bk4/p5)

This was a house with two windowed rooms.

The baptism of William Paterson had also been recorded in the parish of Govan:

(1787) July 8 William lawful Son to Francis Paterson & Janet Castles [sic]

(Ref. OPRb/Glasgow, Govan 646/2/p66)
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The parental marriage was noted as follows:

(1778)  (When Booked) (Month) July (Day) 10  (When Married) (Month) July (Day) 31  (Persons Names) Francis Paterson & Janet Cassils [sic]  (Parishes) (His Parish) Govan (Her Parish) Govan

(Ref. OPRm/Glasgow, Govan 646/2/p142)

An additional seven children were detailed in the Govan volumes:

1779
May 9th


David

1780
December 30th

Alexander

1781
December 23rd

Alexander

1783
March 9th

Margaret

1785
April 3rd

Mary

1789
November 8th

Mary

1794
May 19th

Agnes

The duplication of a Christian name generally indicates that the first child had not survived, as it was a common practice to re-use the name for a younger sibling.

The investigation was concluded at that point, having exhausted the available time.

NB
sic = Latin for so or thus; used in brackets after an erroneous or unusual expression in a quotation or transcription to show that the original has been faithfully reproduced even though incorrect, or apparently so

siblings have been included where found, but others may be discovered by more intensive searching
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Suggestions for further research:

1. Search for the possible birth of Francis Paterson and of Agnes Cassels in Govan around 1745-60.

2. Start searching other lines, i.e. Grant, White, McIntosh etc.

Suggested budget:
£195
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